
                                                 
 
 

 
 

 
W 
A 
R 
R 
I 
O 
R 
 
6 
 

S 
E 
N 
D 
S 

 
   # 
09-07 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15 February 2007 
 
 
 
 
 Lunar New Year and 

Presidents’ Day weekend  

1. This weekend, two important holidays of our and the host nation coincide, 
and for those of us serving in the 2nd Infantry Division, we’ll have the 
opportunity to share in both countries’ observance. Americans recognize this 
weekend annually to mark Presidents‘ Day. This year the Republic of 
Korea’s Lunar New Year (seol-nal) celebration overlaps, resulting in a long 
weekend where we can pause and enjoy each country’s commemoration. 

 
2. Our Presidents' Day remembers the leadership and accomplishments of all 

those who have held America's highest elective office, with special tribute to 
Presidents Washington and Lincoln.  The ROK Lunar New Year honors the 
start of the next Lunar Year and is a time when people gather with families in 
hometowns throughout South Korea paying respect to their elders and 
ancestors. 

 
3. Many people will travel during this time, so heavy traffic congestion is 

expected. Regardless of your planned activities, whether it may be to enjoy 
the beautiful weather outdoors hiking or skiing, or making a trip to visit your 
family and friends, safety remains paramount. I ask each of you to be vigilant 
and take preventative measures to ensure that everyone returns safely.  

 
4. It’s imperative that Soldiers, Airmen and our civilian employees remain alert 

over this extended weekend and understands road conditions, weather and 
safety concerns. Below is a list of topics leaders should discuss with their 
subordinates prior to the weekend and during Under the Oak Tree 
counseling. 

 
 Responsible conduct.  Each of you must remember that you are responsible 

for your own personal safety.  Traveling with others upon whom you can 
depend and having a battle buddy, while not mandatory, is strongly 
encouraged. As Soldier-ambassadors here in Korea, I expect each of you to 
understand the importance of conducting yourselves in a responsible 
manner. 

 
 

Answering The Nation’s Call To Duty! 



 

Answering The Nation’s Call To Duty! 
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 Disciplined Behavior. Abusing alcohol and demonstrating indiscipline will not be 
tolerated. Abide by the rules, policies and regulations by which we are governed. 
While traveling through the country this weekend, take time to reflect on the 
significance of this national holiday. 

 
 Leader involvement.  Do not underestimate the preventative benefits of active 

leader involvement.  By being engaged with those with whom we lead, we will 
prevent accidents and tragedies and bring everyone back safely after a much-
deserved holiday weekend. 

 
5.   Be safe and enjoy the holiday weekend! Second to None! 

 
 
 

       

 

 


